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A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
OF THE 

CHARITY-SCHOOL, 

At HORSLY-DOWN, Southwark. 


T was a part of the cruel policy of pagan def- 
pots, in times of the moſt remote antiquity, ei- 
ther to murder the children of- their ſlaves, or to 
take them out of the hands of their parents, and 
to educate them ſo as to fit them for a tame ſub- 
miſſion to unexamined authority. The apoſtate 
church of Rome incorporated the latter part of this 
policy with a profeſſion of chriſtianity, and thence 
our anceſtors in this country derived it, The re- 
formation, which brought to light the doctrines of 
primitive chriſtianity, lifted along with them the 
naturalrightsof mankind into publick view : but the 
right of openly teaching their own children how to 
worſhip God, ſeized from the papiſts with a laud- 
able avidity by one party of the reformed, was re- 
fuſed to another party after the firſt had got them- 
ſelyes eſtabliſhed by the ſecular powers. 3 
„ Ro Many 
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Many a long year did the old nonconformiſts lie 
under this iniquitous oppreſſion: but not without 
ſeveral humble remonſtrances againſt the tyranny, 
and ſome violent ſtruggles for their freedom. 
Even to this day the jetter of the law © prohibits 
upon pain of fins and impriſonment, all. perſons from 
teaching ſcheol unleſs they be licenſed by the ordinary, . 
and ſubſcribe a declaration of conformity to the liturgy 
of the church, and reverently frequent divine ſervice. 
eſtabliſhed by the. Jö of this kingdom.” Diſſenters, 
however, do teach ſchoo!, becauſe our governors 
have declared for the /pirit of the act of foleration 
n the letter of the act of uniformity, 


The firſt projectors of this ſchool in the latter 
end of the reign of Queen Ann were the Reverend 
Meſſieurs Maudit, Sinton, Parkes, Killinghall, 
Wallin and Sladen, whoſe praiſes are in all our 
churches. Theſe gentlemen, all proteſtant di [Nent- 
ers, were of different ſentiments in regard to. bap- 
tiſm, three of them held infant baptiſm, and the 
other three the oppoſite. This. union produced 
the generous liberal plan of the preſent ſchool, in 
which no narrow bigotted notions operate: but in- 
ſtruction is open to all. If other parties cannot find 
how two can walk together except they be agreed in 
every article of faith and worſhip, we bleſs God, 
proteſtant ener can. 
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Having digeſted their plan, they laid it beforg 
their friends, and the promiſe of a ſubſcription of 
more than a hundred a year was ſoon obtained. 
The fubſcribers then met, and choſe ſix gentlemen 
managers, Meſſ urs Atkins, Hall, Leader, Sweet, 
Vell, and Valley, moſt of whoſe deſcendants are with 
us to this day. Mr. Hall was appointed treaſurer, 
and a Mr. Robert Morgan maſter of the ſchool. 
A houſe in Unicorn yard was provided for a ſchool 
for the boys, and for a dwelling for the maſter, a 
catechiſm was printed tor the inſtruction of the 
children, and forty boys were admitted. The next 
year the number was increaſed to fifty, and ſo it 
yet continues. 


The boys admitted to this ſchool were children 
of ſuch poor perſons as were not in a capacity to 
give them education themſelyes. They were to be 
annually clothed, taught reading, writing, and 
arithmetick. inſtructed in the principles of the 
chriſtian religion, and at a proper time the manag- 
ers were to give money to put them out apprentices. 
This plan has been invariably purſued to this time. 

The ſupport of this ſchool was to be derived from 
| four ſources. The firſt was by. collection at a lefture 
to be preached every Lord's-day evening, by the 
fix forementioned miniſters, each in his turn, This 


lecture 
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lecture is yet continued gratis, by the twelve fol -· 
lowing miniſters on the old catholick plan, 
The Rev. Drs. Hunter 2 
Watſon 
Stennet. 
Meſſrs. Pitts 
Reynolds 
Richardſon 
Macgowan 
Rogers 
Clark 
Booth 
Rippon 
Towle. 


The ſecond was annual ſubſcription, which, 
through the bleſſing of divine providence, has ge 
nerally afforded an eaſy generous ſupply to the cha- 
rity : but as ſubſcriptions are always falling off by 
the deaths of ſubſcribers, and by a thouſand acci- 
dents befide, there is always room for new names, 
and ſometimes there are heavy diſcouragements 
for want of them, 


Donations during life, and Jegacies at death were 
ſuppoſed a third probable ſource of ſupply. Theſe 
have been given, and in a manner, that has done 


great good to the ſchool, and great honour to the 
liberal benefactors. 


The 
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The fourth was an annual collection after a cha- 


rity ſermon to be preached on the occaſion. The 


firſt of theſe was preached at Pinner's-hall on the 
20th of October 1715, the day of the coronation of 
his majeſty King George I. The reverend Mr. 
Matthew Clark preached the ſermon, and twenty 
eight pounds fourteen ſhillings was colleQed: 
The annual diſcourſe has been uninterruptedly 


preached and the following ſermon was delivered 


this year on the occaſion: 


The managers have ſucceſſively paid the moſt 
| conſcientious attention to the original deſign, and 
by an unwearied affiduity, a great generoſity 
and a wiſe frugality have been able to give the ſub- 
ſcribers the following pleaſing ſtate of theig ſchool, 
There have been put out apprentices - 339 
Diſcharged and otherwiſe provided for 453 


There are now in the ſchool 2 48 
So that the whole number educated, including 
thoſe now in the ſchool, is 840 


The redemption of twelve hundred boys in a 
century from ignorance and vice, the rendering of 
even half the number uſeful members of ſociety, 
the adminiſtering of conſolation to ſo many poor 
parents, the enabling of the children to read the 
holy ſcriptures, and to underſtand the principles of 

| religion 


1 3 
religion are noble actions, and whether it be not 
worth while to perform them let all the world 
judge. F rugality i is the natural ſupport of libera- 
lity, and a little attention to this plain maxim 
would enable many to ſubſcribe to charities of 
this Kind, who at preſent do not. 


* + Subſcriptions are taken in by * Keene, Eſq, 


_ Walworth, Treaſurer, 


MATTHZW Xxv. 36. 


I was naked, and ye clothed nt. 


T1 


BrtTHREN, 
\HE apoſtle Paul gave a very juſt and beautt- 
ful notion of chriſtianity, and of the primi- 
tive manner of propagating it, when he ſaid, 1 Jdeak 
as to wiſe men, judge Je what 1 jay. | 


Chriſtianity, of that religion, which Chriſt taught; 
does not conſiſt of the probable conjectures of at- 
tentive men exereiſing their reaſon: but it is a ſtate 
of facts revealed by the ſupreme being, and ſpoken 
or written to mankind by perſons, whoſe credentials 


7 Cor. 2 
15. 


atteſted beyond all reaſonable doubt the divinity of Z 


their miſſion. 1 ſpeak to wiſe men. 


This religion is laid at the foot of MI mankind; 
and the apoſtle requeſts an examination of it, judge 


ye what I ſay, ſee if there be any thing contained in it 


injurious to the known perfections of God, or to the 
allowed rights of his creatures. If there be, I agree 
you ſhould reject it; if not, I require you to admit 
and obey it. ä B | Agrees 
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Agreeably to this primitive notion of religion, 
Me are going to-day to examine that argument for 
The religion of Jeſus, which is taken from the BE- 
NEVOLENCE of it, and we ſhall endeavour to con- 
vince you, that the goſpel is highly fitted to re- 
lieve the miſeries of mankind, and to procure their 
felicity. We are naturally led into this train of 
thought by ſeeing theſe charity children, the ſchool 
is a precious monument of the piety and humanity 
of our anceſtors, erected in the ſpirit of him, who 

ſaid, I was naked and ye clothed me. 


Our Lord propoſes to our view in this diſcourſe 


three principal objects. Firſt, the infirmities and 


miſeries of men; they are expoſed to hunger, thirſt, 
nakeaneſs, fickneſs, impriſonment, and ſo on. Next, 
his own real character; he is a man (we glory in 
it) he is the beſt of men, the firſt born of every crea- 
ture, and his good heart commiſerates the diſtreſſes 
of all his fellow-creatures ; he makes their caſe his | 


own, it was / who was hungry, and thirſty, and naked, 
and ye miniſtred unto me. Laſtly, he deſcribes the 


principles and practices of his real diſciples; as if he 
had faid, a ſucceſſion of my followers will adopt my 
principles, enter into my views, imitate my example, 
become workers together with me, and for my ſake 
will adminiſter conſolation to the miſerable, and to' 
them I ſhall in ſome future period ſay, I was naked 
and e clothed me. wap 
Ta 
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1 
To this future period the whole ſubject leads, to 
"hi day, when the Son of man ſhall come in bis glory, 
gather all nations before bim, ſe eperate them one from 
another, admit the righteous into life eternal, and ſend 
. the wicked away into everlaſting puniſhment. In view 
of this great day let us attend to the ſubject before 
us. Happy indeed could we realize the event, and 
act as if the time were at hand! O God! thou, who 
wilt judge the ſecrets of men by Feſus Chriſt according 
to the goſpel, aſſiſt us by thy good ſpirit to perform 

_ this ſervice acceptably to thee! 


In order to enter thoroughly into the deſign of our 


in four d i fferent views, agreeably to the four popu- 
lar meanings of the word naked, and let us delibe- 


„ blefled maſter, let us make mankind paſs before us 


Rom. TR 


I6, 


rately inquire what the goſpel, if we gave it its 1 


way, would operate i in behalf of each claſs, 


ch I. Let us conſider our ſpecies coming out of the 


hands of the creator, multiplying into a tribe, and 


ſpreading themſelves over a ſuppoſed diſtrict, a herd 


of naked uncultivated ſavages. I beg pardon for 
ſpeaking of literal nakedneſs in this aſſembly : but, 


permit me to remind you, gentlemen, every hiſ- 


torian of mankind, your own not excepted, isobliged 


to begin here. Oar nation is well educated, v we have 
B . had 
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had noble tutors in every art and ſeienee, and 
Britons, highly poliſned already, are yet improving; 
but the ſtate, which I am deſcribing, was that of 
your anceſtors in the days of Jeſus Chriſt. 


I cannot help lamenting here (by the way) the 
general diſingenuouſneſs of controverſy, particu- 
larly of that, which concerns the dignity of man. 
We diſpute for ever, and we ſcorn to ſettle the point 
in debate by defining our terms. Dignity of man 
is a vague expreſhon. Is it fair to affirm that of 
a Hottentot, which is true only of a Briton ? 
Alas! what is the dignity of a thouſand ſunburnt 
animals, wandering for a ſcanty ſuſtenance over 
ten thouſand acres of deſerr, wild and uncultivated 
as the wilderneſs itſelf ! Their bodies are all un- 
clothed, their appetites all ungoverned, their 
minds all unprincipled, their immortality doubted 
or unknown. Their lands lie all untilled, their 
mines unwrought, their animals undiſciplined, all 
the powers of nature are unemployed, nat a fire 
burns, nor a river runs, nor a breath of air wor ks 
for theſe vagabond lords. Strangers to every art, 
except that of ſlaughter, unacquainted with every 
ſcience, except that of feaſting on the entrails of 
their foes, and carouſing with the blood of the 
laſt ſlain in the ſcull of the firſt, they go on from 
age to age, like other animals crawling into exiſ- 
Ppeez like them ſuffering hunger and hardſhips, 


inc ON» 


(4a 8 
inconveniences of condition and inclemencies of 
ſeaſon, and like them fickening, ſtruggling, dying, 
and finking into oblivion beneath the ſhade of a 
buſh or in the den of a beaſt. 


Suppoſe ſome ſuperior being, poſſeſſed of per- 

fect wiſlom and generaus communicative ſenti- 

ments, deſcending from heaven to earth to reſide 

a while among this abandoned race; Suppoſe this 

being Jeſus Chriſt, how think ye ? would not his 

own principles and feelings lead him to civilize 

them? My ſuppoſition is a fact. Jeſus opened 

his generous ſoul to twelve firſt, then to ſeventy, | 
and laſt to innumerable multitudes. They all drank : I xi. 
into his ſpirit; as many as were able went forth, and Mark xvi. 
preached every where, to the wwiſe and to the unwiſe; 

to them there was neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor Rom. i. 14. 
free, male nor female; Romans, Barbarians, and Gal. iii. a3. 
5 Sctbians were all one to them in Chriſt Jeſus, and, 
had their influence been equal to their wiſhes, they 

would have perſuaded every knee in heaven and earth _— 

za bow, and every tongue to confeſs that Feſus Chriſt | 
was Lord to the glory of God the Father. _ 


rr . 


All this proceeded from their principles. A A 
ſavage riſes in value along with the evidences of } 
his immor tality. The doctrine, that dooms him 1 
to everlaſting woe, renders him a greater object of | 
PV than ever tg thoſe, who believe it. T he | | 
Fan, 

f 
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| E 
poſſibility of recovering him to the image of God 
= fixes the breaſt of him, who admits it. The love, 
that Chriſt expreſſed by living and dying for all, 
conſtrains each one to live, and labour, and die for 
another. The ſerenity of a Chriſtian mind, and 
the peace of a converted boſom powerfully and 
« John iv. perpetually preach, if God fo loved us, we ought alſo 
: to love one another. The principles of chriſtianity 
itfelf, then, are the nobleft W aac of civi- 
lization. | 


— - 


rg Bo AT FO — cw 4 4 — — — 6-8 « _ — 
2 — RA — — — — — —— “— 2 — . 
>: "wow > 2 33 L * rr . . „ — * 


— is > 


- UE 
8992 


8 


It may be aſked, perhaps, what can mere princi- 
ples, even theſe, what can they effect without 
civil power? Muſt not the magiſtrate accompany 
the miſſionary, or, if the preacher can do ſomething, 
cannot the prince enable him to do more? To this 
Ve anſwer, we reſpect magiſtracy, and, in all civil 
; affairs, in caſes that affect life, liberty, and pro- 
perty, we allow the utility and neceſſity of civil 

government : but in this caſe of religion and con- 
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I. ſcience there is nothing for the magiſtrate to do. 1 
We want te reform the life of a ſavage by ſancti- | 
fying his heart, and to ſanctify his heart by fixing 

| principles in his mind; now nothing is neceſſary to 
| © form principles in the mind except evidence, and 

chriſtianity is fo amply ſupplied with means of ob- 

, taining evidence, that it neither requires nor needs 

i exterior aid. We have demonſtrations ariſing from 


al Forth from prophecies and miracles, from the- 
goodneſy 
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goodneſs of the doctrine, and the lives of the 
founders, Every chriſtian: carries evidence along 
with him. The ſpirit of Jeſus inhabits every good 
man, weeps in his eye, {miles in his features, ex- 
pands in his hand, and ſpeaks, in a thouſand ſig- 
nificant, actions of beneficence, a language, that 
every Barbarian underſtands. A ſavage thus taught 
would ſoon perform acts of piety to God, and be- 
nevolence to his fellow creatures; and a whole 
tribe, going into this divine ſyſtem of religion; 
would naturally become induſtrious, temperate, 


chaſte, punctual, faithful, and ſocial; this holy 


leaven would produce perſonal excellencies, focial 


duties, the trade virtues of a merchant, the cool 


equity of a judge, and the liberal ſentiments of a 
ſenator; in a word, it would produce in time a 
civil conſtitution truly Britiſh, a conſtitution in 
which the happineſs of the people would be the ſu- 
preme law. 


It will be objected, chriſtianity poſſeſſes no other 
advantage on this article than paganiſm had. 
Cæſars and Alexanders civilized mankind. Alas! 
what civilizers were they! Their prieſts had no- 
thing to teach, and, for their own parts, they but - 
chered ninety of each hundred for the benefit of the 
ſurviving ten. Reformed chriſtianity triumphs 


over 3 and * too on this head. The 
papal 
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: papal community adopts the bloody methods of 


pagan government, applies them to religion and 
adds the ſenſeleſs ſuperſtitions of modern apoſtates, 
ſo that nothing is more common in the journals of 
their nuſſionaries than ſavages converted without 
light in the mind, or ſanity in the heart. Turn 
the heathen into a hypocrite, and the work is done. 
But ye, brethren, have not ſo learned Chriſt. Ye 
foy the nakedneſs of a land: but it is to cultivate and 
improve it. - Into your ſentiments, which are thoſe 
of the twenty fifth of Matthew, multitudes have in 
all ages gone, and this ſchool, founded by your 
anceſtors, publiſhed to the whole world, that, they 
apprehended, their religion taught them to humas 
nize mankind, or, to uſe the language of the text, 


to clotbe the naked image of the Son of God. 


II. Let us conſider men in a ſecond point of 
light, as creatures in a ſtate of diſtreſs. People in 


trouble lay afide ornaments, and hence one ſenſe of 


the word naked, I will wail and hotl, I will go ſtript 
and naked, that is to ſay, being in diftreſs I will lay 
alide uſual ornaments, I will appear in public un- 
dreſſed, comparatively naked, Hence the prophet 
ſays, Strip ye, make ye bare, tremble, be troubled; 
lament for the pleaſant fields, and fo on. 


Who 


CE EE 

Who can count the miſeries of mankind * Here 
fits one frozen with poverty, there lies another 

pining under ſickneſs, a third is ſoured with diſap- 

pointments in all his purſuits, a fourth is unhappy 
in his Connections, a fiith is finking under the 
weight of age and infirmities, and uttering theſe la- 
mentable complaints, < Alas! how miſerable an 
„old age is mine! I took ſome heedleis ſteps in 
* my youth, my mind was blind, my heart de- 
e praved: I have endeavoured all my life ſince to 
c avoid myſelt, and to flee from the miſcry of re- 
& flection. A while I ſucceeded, buſineſs and 
arguſements ſerved to conceal the horrid void: but 
now I am awake torefloction, all the powers of my 
mind ſeem dead except that of recollection. my 
memory alone lives, and lives only to haunt and 
“ torment me. I cannot recall the paſt, I dare not 
face the future, annihilaticn ſhocks me, and 
immortal miſery is even more frightful than 
that! I know I am rational and under a law: 
but if there be a law there is a judge, if there be 
a judge there are rewards, to which I have no 
claim, and puniſhments, which I know I ought 
«to. ſuffer. Would I were er or would [ 
47 had never been!” 


In chis tondition man becomes indi ferent to 
every thing. Take Abſalom from David, take «$a 


from Rachel her children, and life ielf has no fer. arab 


c a 15. 
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1 charms for them. Put a fenſe. of fin and an appte⸗ 
henſion of wrath into the boſom, let conſcience 

| boldly do its office in the decline of a miſſpent life, 
i and lo! the lord of the creation ſtrips himſelf of 

| ornaments, wraps himſelf in ſackcloth, and rolls 

| _ himſelf in the duſt. Buſineſs is a burthen, and a 
0 party for pleaſure i is in his account a company run 
mad. In Vain he retires, and travels out of one 
great room into another, his pain is perpetual, bis 
wound in urable, he hates to live, and he dares not die. 
What 2 object, what a pitiable object, my fo 
ther. is this old man ! | 
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wil the Saviour of the world ed to 
i | ſpeak. to this miſerable wretch? He will, his goſpel 
Fan a. is his voice, the voice of a good ſhepherd ſounding 
through all the wilderneſs, and ſeeking the ear of 
this loſt ſheep. Chriſtians, reflect a moment, you 
h. ave made the trial. Have you forgot the day, when 
all trembling and afraid you followed the call, and 
found yourſelves at the foot of the throne of grace. 
There he ſat, the father and the friend, thence he 
reached his tender arms of mercy, and, with a voice 
ſweeter than honey and the boney comb, ſaid; 1 am 
Tin. i. come to bring life and immortality to tight. by the 
Joby x. 10, Soſpel—T came that you might have life—The ſpirit of 
ü. the Lord ſent me to Beal the broken-hearted, to-preach 
1 deliverance 10 the Paige, and waning 0 5 br 1e 
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ve ind, fo fet at liberty them that ars bruiſed, fo 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. Come now let 
As reaſon together, though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they 
Hall be white as ſnow. Take my yoke upon you, and 
ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls, In ſhort, the whole 
goſpel may be called a ſcheme of conſolation fot 
the miſerable, and to provide for the propagation of 
it, and ſo for the conſoling of the wretched, is in 
a noble ſenſe to prepare clothing for the naked. 


III. Let us hear what the goſpel ſays to a third 
ſort of naked deſtitute creatures, I mean the wicked, 
who rob, riot, and blaſpheme, and commit all the 
crimes in their power. The ſcripture often ſpeaks 
of righteouſneſs under the notion of clothing; and 
the wicked are ſaid to make he frame mo their naked- 
nels appear. 


Ho horrid is the fate of a profane finner!- In 
every light ſu 
rence; but there is one deſcription of fin, which is 
ſupremely terrible. It is an attack on the being 
of God. Our old divines, Charnock particularly, 
call fin deicide, and they reaſon thus: Every 
inner goes according to his apprehended intereſt— 
it ſeems the intereſt of a finner to have no judge— 
if God be naturally a judge it ſcems his intereſt to 
have no God—the finner therefore wiſhes there 
werenone. Thisdreadful notion istoo well founded. 


Mat. ii.29 


Rev. ib 
1s, - 


a man is an object of juſt abhor- 


Starch thy heart, deceitful above all things, and deſ- bh er. xv 


C2 perat ely * 


f Murk v5 


Jer. xxx. 
17. 1, 13. 


G 
perately wicked. Search and ſee, and be confounded 
at the fight. Libertine, didit thou never wiſh 
there were no law to preſcribe rules for thy con- 
duct, no uplifted arm to puniſh thy violations of. 
the law? Ah! when thou waſt all inflamed with 
paſſion, and bent on the perpetration of vice, what 
if a wiſh could have periormed the nameleſs deed ! 


We ſometimes ſee in theſe men violent. conflicts 
between reaſon and paſſion, conſcience and inclina- 
tion. Each reſembles the man, who Had bis dell. 
ing among ihe tombs. His wild fancy makes him 
climb an eminence, whence his fear precipitates 
him headlong down; the ragged ſtones cut him as he 
falls, and he ſhrieks with anguiſh, yet crying and 
raging with ſmart and pain, he clinibs and tumbles, 
tumbles and climbs again, 


Miſerable foul ! Out-eaft, whom no man ſeeketh afe 
ter! is thy bruiſe incurablt? Is there neue to plead thy 
cauſe, Faſt thou n kealing medicin's ? Although all 
tky levers I gve forgotten thee, and jeck thee not, and 
God hath unde thee with the wound of a cruel one 
for the wultitug of thing iniquity, yet bear the ſub» 
ſtance of what the goſpel fays to thee. | 


| Man in this ſtate i is an object of juſtice, yet he 1 is 


james ii ig. allo an objec of _ ang mercy rejoiceth againſt Juggs 


menl. 


» 
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ment. Behold! Jeſus Chriſt comes, and claims a 

, | right over this criminal. But what a right! a right 
to relieve him, a right of redemption. He pro- 
duces authority from the Father, ſhews ability in 
himſelf, ſupports the unworthy wretch by his pro- 
vidence, addreſſes him in his word, diffolves his 
hard heart by his ſpirit, ſets hell before him to a- 
wake his fear, opens the gates of heaven to him to 
kindle defire, reaſons to convince him, expoſtulates 

to melt him, now ſets fire to his conſcience, then 
cools his heart, and calms his fears, and by one or 
other of theſe means bows his ſoul to the obedience- 
of fajth.- Chriſtianity is the only ſyſtem of religion, 

. which provides at once for the majeſty 0 of God, and 

the miſeries of men, 


One cannot help remarking here the illogical 
turn of infidels. Do we preach the pure morality 
of the goſpel? That, ſay they, is our objection 
#2 againſt it, It is a religion 0 holy, a ſyſtem too 
ſublime for frail imperfe&t men. We admire the 
morality of the goſpel ; but it is not practicable, 
therefore it is not divine. Do we preach pardon 
to the guilty, mercy to the miſerable, do we ſay 
All manner ef fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto Plat. xi 
men ? That, ſay they, is our objection againſt your 
goſpel, it encourages libertiniſm. Vain pretences! , 
5 it indeed difficult to diſtinguiſh the finner from 
his 


7 
: 
e 

uh * 
4 Ly 

1 + 
* * 
* 4 
„ 
1 
7M 
. 
23 
1 5 
„ 
3 
. 7 
4 

9 

'24a8 
rl 
ay 
vl 
<p þ 
112: 
{hk * 
ral 
® 

N 

A. i 
[ 
5 i 
4 
1 


Cc 4 Y 
Bis FOY the body of the patient from the diſeaſe 
that infects it? Origen ſomewhere mentions and re- 


futes this ſophiſm by obſerving, that Chriſt is not 


the patron-of libertiniſm although he pities the li- 
bertine. He viſited this world as a wiſe tutor viſits 
ignorant pupils, as the benevolent viſit the poor, as 
phyſicians viſit their patients. True, he came to 
dying, ignorant, abandoned finners: but he came 


to impart eternal health, divine wiſdom; immortal 


life. When we imitate him, and convert a wicked 
man from the error of his way, we ſave a ſoul from 
death, clothe a ſhameful. naked wretch, and wy & 
altitude of * | 


IV. Let us advert a few minutes to a fourth claſs 
of our fellow-creatures, to thoſe who are inno- 
cently naked, and let us ſee what the goſpel ſays 
concerning them. How many half clad fatherleſs 
children, how many deſtitute widows are ; neceſſarily 
or careleſly left in the crowd to make their way 
through fraud and oppreſſion, through penury and 
contempt, as well as they can! Of all ſuch Jeſus 
Chriſt becomes the avowed advocate, calls himſelf 
their brother, and in this chapter pleads their cauſe, 


We bleſs God, he has not pleaded in vain. Thou- 


ſands of the hungry have been fed, and ten thous 
| ſands of the naked clothed in virtue of this plea, 
„In all ages many have felt the force of my 
text, and, convinced” that the naked are allied to 

Chriſt 


1 


1 


1 


Chil by ſympathy, the ſtrongeſt bond, have for- 
warded his great defign. He ſaid but a word, in- 


aſmuch as ye.clothe My naked BRETHREN, ye clothe 
ME, and lo! that one word became through ſucceſ- 


| Gve ages meat and drink, clothing and comfort to 
1 multitudes, a royal foundat ion amply endowed for 


the widow. and the E your anceſtors un- 


derſtood it. 


2 We come to the 8 the 3 
and we take pleaſure in preſenting to you the old 
puritanical ſenſe of the text in fifty poor boys, 
formed into a ſchool in the latter end of the reign: 
of Queen Ann, then edueated and clad by your _- | 
Tents, and now —_ to yu. 


8 


1 Your, anceſtors, Gnas as old puritans, 


whoſe ſucceſſors have been ſince: called nonconfor- 


miſts, and of late days proteſtant difſenters, were a 


noble race of men. I am ſorry to ſay, few of your 


hiſtorians have done them juſtice, the moſt have 


written partially. Theſe venal ſcriblers may be: 
put into two claſſes, the firſt wilfully drop, or care · 

leſly loſe them: the laſt miſrepreſent and reproach 
them. We aſk, I bat evil bave they dene? Were 


| | they i ignorant and illiterate? Neither. Read their. 


voluminous works and ſee. He muſt have a bold: 


front, who dare charge them with want of literature. 
If they were TION to their contemporaries, Juſtice is 


* 


"0 


1 | 
their due, if they excelled them, they have a right 
to honour. Had they fallen ſhort of others, they 
had been objects of pity: but where would have been 
the crime? Were they enemies to piety? Alas! their 
zealous attachment to this was their ſin, and procured 
from their adverſaries the nickname, puritan. Were 
they prone to ſedition? .., Sedition! . . Why, 
they of all men had the beſt notions of civil govern- 
ment, and yielded an uniform obedience to it. 
Whence then the partial treatment, of which we 
complain? . .. My brethren, theſe men were 
ſtern aſſertors of the civil and religious rights of 
mankind, they entered into the genius of the pre- 
ſent Britiſh civil conſtitution (the CIVIL CONSTITU-= 
Oo I ſay.) before it was brought to its preſent ma · 
turity, and along with that their hiſtory is incorpo- 
rated. When our former princes ſtrove to render | 
themſelves deſpotical, they declared againſt the 
tyranny, openly ayowed that arbitrary government 
was unconſtitutional, and that for their parts they 
would be free. The will of God revealed in ſerip- 
ture, was their religion, and the nation's happineſs 
their civil law. From this line they never depart- 
ed, no not all the time the race of Stuart intrigued, 
plundered and ſlew. This ſchool was one of their 
lateſt efforts, and for this they were ſtrugling when 
the laſt ſpark of chat direful houſe went out. = 
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Let it not ſhock you that they were petſccuted. 
Men, who diſtinguiſh between a conſtitution and 
the guardians and adminiſtrators of it, who adhere 
to the firſt, which never varies, and are ſubject to 
the laſt, who often change, ſuch men, being in- 
convertible; are ſometimes in faſhion and at 
other times antique. When the conſtitution 
flouriſhes they are in reputation, when that decays. 
they ſink along with it into honourable neglect or 
diſgrace, and this is the caſe of all, even xoELE 
FAMILIES, who. are firm to the conſticution. 

When this ſchool was founded, attempts were 
making to deprive the diſſenters of the natural right 
of educating their own children. It wad their glory 
not to ſubmit to ſuch a deſpicable ſlavery. It was 
matter of conſcience, they therefore digeſted their 
plan, and determined to purſue it as uſual rough 
evil report, when lo! the good providence of Gd 
prevented their fears, diſſipated the darkneſs of 
the times, and by the acceſſion of the preſent royal 
family (whom God preſerve!) enabled this ſchool 
to make their firſt publick appearance in Pinners's 
Hall on the joyful day of the coronation of his 
majeſty King George the firſt, So Croſby, i in his 
_ of the en wither: us. | | 
«> think, it woukſbb an affront to Ae to per- 
ſuade this congregation to preſerve-. this noble 
monument of the piety of their anceſtors from fall- 
ing into ruins, - This city, all the world knows, 
| D as 


1 

is the ſeat of benevolence; Hither the diſtreſſed 
from all parts repair, and here they find liberal 
relief, This is the throne of commerce, a mine 
of inexhauſted wealth, the ſeat of politeneſs and 
1 humanity, and in religious matters, I ſpeak it to 
your praiſe, you a& on enlarged principles, ſuch as 
become Britons and chriſtians, 


. Firſt, You confider, I know, what this ſchool 

coſt your anceſtors. It is a valuable portion of 

domeſtick liberty, which they took at the peril of \ 
ad their lives out of the hand of the Amorite with their 
xlviii. 224 ſtoord and with their bow. | 


Next, You recolle&, too, how comparatively 
eaſy it is to you to ſupport it. You are freed from 
expenſive fines, impriſonments, and perſecutions, 
by which the property of the old nonconformiſts 
was waſted. Your trades have flouriſhed, ſome of 

you have acquired fortunes, and others are in the 
way of doing ſq. You have mercies without end, + | £ 
and, if all be not exactly as you wiſh, yet you are . 
conſtitutionally right, and a found conſtitution, 
give it time, will ſtruggle and purify itſel. 


HN 


Laſtly, you often contemplate a future ſtate, and, 
beſide all the pleaſures you enjoy in doing good on 
earth, you ſee, at no great diſtance, that happy 
wor ld to which you go, and in which — 


an laud your liberality. 11 % | 
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With the higheſt ſatisfaction, chriſtians, permit 


me to ſay, with the higheſt pleaſure do my eyes 
ſurvey this aſſembly. I xejoice in your health, 


2 proſperity, and proſpects. Long may you, and 


your families live happy in poſſeſſion of every thing 
that conſtitutes human felicity! May God hear 
our prayers for you!... . But after all, after 
you have gone through all the buſineſs of life, and 


taſted all the pleaſures of living, the day will come, 


and you muſt die. . , Great God! Me- 
thinks it is come. . Now what can con- 
ſtitute your happineſs? Conceive, if you can, a 
happineſs more refined than that mentioned in 
this chapter. Dead to this world, the diſciple of 
Chriſt, in his dying agptiies, looks into that, to 
which he approaches—ſees the Son of man ſitting 


en the throne of his glory—beholds all nations 


gathered before hin—believes himſelf ſet on the 
right hand of the judge—diſcovers theſe poor chil- 
dren, freed by his generoſity from ignorance vice 
and miſery, in the happy. fociety—hears theſe 


_ tranſporting words from the mouth of the judge, 
Come thou bleſſed of my Father* inherit the kingdom 


I was "naked and you chthed me—Inaſmuch as. you 


have dont-it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, 


you. have done it unto ne. Thus may each of you 


aſcend to God to render him 44 d.honour for 
ever and ever! Amen, 7 rag? 
20 AO 170 : 
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